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REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


In  complying  with  their  duty,  the  Board  take  pleasure  in  being- 
able  to  report  the  good  progress  made  in  the  schools  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  generally  satisfactory  condition  in  which  they  remain 
at  its  close. 

In  the  excellence  of  its  schools  Milford  takes  a  high  rank.  There 
can  scarcely  be  a  better  compliment  paid  to  a  town  than  this.  Noth- 
ing atfords  better  promise  for  the  future  than  to  see  the  inhabitants 
of  a  town  deeply  interested  in  their  schools,  and  willing  to  contribute 
liberally  for  their  support.  Not  only  are  good  schools  necessary  to 
fit  our  youth  for  lives  of  usefulness,  but  there  is  an  intimate  connec- 
tion between  education  and  the  existence  and  prosperity  of  our  free 
institutions.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  guard  our  schools  with 
a  jealous  care. 

The  new  town  system  has  proved  its  great  superiority  over  the  old 
district  system.  Under  the  new  arrangement  the  schools  have  been 
greatly  improved.  Its  benefits  will  be  more  apparent  and  its  advan- 
tages better  appreciated  as  time  matures  the  system. 

The  Board  have  endeavored  during  the  year  to  keep  in  view  the 
interests  of  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  to  use  the  means  at  their  dis- 
posal impartially.  In  order  not  to  exceed  the  appropriation  it  has 
been  necessary  to  use  great  care  in  incurring  expense.  Some  needed 
repairs  have  been  made  on  the  school-houses  and  grounds  and  they 

are  now  all  in  good  condition. 
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PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  of  the  Grammar  and  Ungraded  schools 
were  shortened  one  week  each,  and  the  Primary  schools  two  weeks. 
It  was  thought  that  by  dispensing  with  the  public  examinations  for 
these  two  terms,  which  always  require  one  week  certainly  for  prepa- 
tion,  as  much  real  progress  could  be  made  in  the  eleven  weeks  as  in 
twelve  with  a  public  examination,  and  at  the  same  time  considerable 
expense  be  saved.  It  is  believed  the  result  has  fully  justified  this  ex- 
pectation. There  has  been  as  usual  a  private  examination  of  each 
school  at  the  end  of  every  term.  These  have  been  carried  on  by  the 
Board  with  a  view  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  just  how  much 
each  class  had  accomplished. 

The  schools  have  been  taught  by  the  following  teachers,  and  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Board  with  the  results  given  below. 

First  Primary  Soliool. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Clara  B.  Gut- 
ter son.  These  terms  were  profitable  ones.  The  teacher  was  pains- 
taking, and  careful  in  her  instruction,  and  judicious  in  her  manage- 
ment of  the  school.  The  scholars  were  interested  in  their  studies 
and  made  commendable  progress.  The  order  was  good.  The  exam- 
inations showed  that  not  only  had  a  large  amount  of  work  been  done, 
but  it  had  been  well  done. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara  E.  Crosby.  Miss 
Crosby  has  labored  earnestly  to  secure  order  and  diligence  in  study, 
and  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  scholars  have  made  good  ad- 
vancement during  the  term,  and  the  teacher  deserves  credit  for  the 
work  she  has  done. 

This  school-room  is  much  too  small  for  the  number  of  scholars. 
Its  crowded  condition  makes  it  unhealthy  and  renders  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school  very  difficult. 

Second.  Primary  Soliool. 

The  Spring  term  was  begun  by  Miss  Emma  F.  Comstock.  She 
had  taught  but  a  short  time  when  failing  health  compelled  her  to 
leave  the  school.    She  continued  to  decline  and  died  with  the  close 
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of  Summer.  She  was  an  excellent  teacher,  kind  and  faithful,  and 
won  the  high  regard  of  all. 

The  term  was  finished  by  her  sister,  Miss  Abbie  J.  Comstock. 
The  teacher  worked  earnestly,  and  the  scholars  made  good  progress. 
The  examination  was  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  scholars. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Alice  C.  Gray. 
Miss  Gray  is  an  admirable  teacher,  loving  her  work,  and  the  school 
has  improved  wonderfully  under  her  charge.  She  has  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  her  scholars,  and  her  discipline  is  almost  perfect.  The 
scholars  are  orderly,  industrious,  and  perform  their  work  with  alac- 
rity. The  examinations  were  highly  satisfactory.  We  could  wish 
nothing  better  for  the  school  than  that  Miss  Gray  might  continue  its 
teacher. 

This  room,  also,  is  most  unsuitable  for  its  purpose.  It  is  hoped 
that  before  long  a  better  one  may  be  obtained,  for  the  school  not  on- 
ly needs,  but  deserves  it. 

"Vs^est,  Frimsiry  Soliool. 

The, Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Abbie  E.  Crosby.  This 
term,  like  her  previous  terms,  was  a  profitable  one.  Miss  Crosby 
has  excellent  qualities  as  a  teacher.  She  gains  the  confidence  of  the 
scholars,  is  pleasant  in  her  management  of  the  school,  maintains  good 
order,  and  imparts  instruction  well.  The  school  made  much  ad- 
vancement while  under  her  charge,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that 
her  services  could  not  have  been  retained. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  have  been  taught  by  Miss  Annah  E. 
Adams.  The  teacher  has  worked  faithfully  and  with  very  good  re- 
sults. Miss  Adams  is  well  adapted  to  instruct  small  scholars,  and 
interests  them  in  their  work.    Her  examinations  passed  off  well. 

"West,  Grrammar  Soliool. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  H.  Juliette  Gil- 
son.  Miss  Gilson  is  one  of  our  best  teachers.  She  is  energetic, 
thorough,  and  has  an  excellent  method  of  instruction.  Her  scholars 
are  taught  to  think  and  reason  for  themselves.  They  are  made  ac- 
quainted with  principles  aikl  the  manner  of  applying  them.     The  ex- 
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aminations  showed  that  the  scholars  had  done  a  good  amount  of  work, 
had  been  carefully  taught,  and  knew  how  to  use  the  knowledge  they 
had  acquired. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  C.  Moody,  of  New- 
buryport.  Miss  Moody  came  well  recommended,  but  has  failed  to 
accomplish  what  was  expected.  She  did  not  get  the  conlidence  of 
the  scholars,  and  seemed  to  lack  that  executive  ability  necessary  to 
properly  control  a  school  of  this  kind.  There  was  a  tendency  also  to 
help  the  scholars  too  much.  They  should  be  required  to  think  and 
work  for  themselves  far  more.  Some  of  the  scholars  have  given  un- 
necessary.trouble,  and  a  few  of  the  parents  have  added  to  the  diffi- 
culty. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  term  has  not  been  more  profita- 
ble. 

The  first  division  was  examined  at  the  close  of  the  Spring  term 
for  admission  to  the  High  School,  and  nine  were  successful. 

East,   G-ranimar  Scliool.  ■ 

This  school  has  been  unfortunate  in  having  to  change  teachers  so 
often,  but  it  has  seemed  unavoidable. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Fannie  M.  Keyes.  Miss 
Keyes  is  a  zealous  worker,  and  the  school  made  much  progress  during 
the' term.  The  teacher  was  faithful  to  every  duty,  putting  her  whole 
streno-th  into  her  work.  The  examination  was  satisfactory  and  show- 
ed  careful  instruction.  Miss  Keyes  closed  her  connection  with  the 
school  at  the  end  of  this  term  to  accept  another  position. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Laura  I.  Parsons.  Miss  Par- 
sons is  a  good  teacher,  having  given  great  satisfaction  in  another 
school  in  town,  but  the  results  of  this  term  were  unsatisfactory. 
There  was  no  lack  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  but  there  was 
a  failure  to  secure  the  necessary  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars. 

Miss  Parsons  was  succeeded  in  the  Winter  term  by  Miss  II .  Juli- 
ette Gilson.  The  school  this  term  has  been  brought  into  a  better 
state  of  discipline,  and  into  a  more  prosperous  condition  than  for  a 
long  time  before.  The  term  has  been  a  highly  satisfactory  one.  Al- 
though this  school  has  some  troublesome  elements,  it  has  good  mate- 
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rial  for  a  first-class  school,  and  under  its  present  management  we  are 
sure  it  would  soon  become  such. 

At  the  close  of  the  Spring  term  there  was  an  examination  of  the 
first  division  for  admission  to  the  High  School,  and  six  were  admitted. 

KLigli  Soliool. 

Principal  :— GEORGE  B.  FRENCH,  A.B. 

Assistants Miss  Abbie  C.  Cochran,  Spring  Term. 

Miss  Alice  E.  Carter,  Pall  Term. 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Beane,  Winter  Term. 

The  High  School  has  continued  in  charge  of  the  Principal  of  the 
previous  year.  Mr.  French  is  a  superior  teacher,  and  the  school  un- 
der his  careful  and  judicious  management  has  been  constantly  grow- 
ing in  excellence.  His  method  of  instruction  is  good,  requiring  each 
scholar  to  do  his  own  work  so  far  as  possible,  clear  and  accurate  in 
his  explanations,  and  not  confining  himself  or  scholars  solely  to  the 
book,  but  bringing  in  other  kindred  matter  to  illustrate  and  apply 
what  is  there  contained.  His  classes  are  well  drilled,  and  during  the 
year  have  made  great  advancement. 

Mr.  French  was  assisted  in  the  Spring  term  by  Miss  Cochran,  who 
had  occupied  the  position  for  two  years.  Miss  Cochran  labored  hard 
and  faithfully  to  advance  her  classes.  It  was  thought,  however,  that 
a  change  might  be  beneficial,  and  Miss  Alice  E.  Carter,  of  Great 
Falls,  was  engaged  as  assistant  for  the  Fall  term. 

This  was  Miss  Carter's  first  experience  in  teaching,  but  she  fully 
met  the  expectations  the  Board  had  formed  of  her  fitness  for  the 
place.  She  was  a  fine  scholar  and  a  good  instructor.  She  had  the 
faculty,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  of  gaining  the  affection  of  her  pupils, 
and  her  relations  with  them  were  consequently  of  the  pleasantest  na- 
ture. She  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  term  to  accept  a  position  else- 
where. It  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  her  connection  with  the  school 
was  so  soon  closed. 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Beane,  of  Boston,  was  engaged  to  fill  the  place  thus 
made  vacant.  Miss  Beane  has  proved  to  be  an  excellent  teacher. 
She  is  a  lady  of  varied  acquirements,  and  is  pleasant,  earnest  and 
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thorough  in  discharging  her  duties.  She  does  not  rest  satisfied  with 
a  superficial  knowledge  of  lessons,  but  demands  a  full  understanding 
of  them.    In  a  word  she  worthily  fills  her  position. 

We  believe  the  High  School  never  offered  so  good  facilities  for  giv- 
ing its  scholars  a  thorough  education  as  at  present.  At  the  close  of 
the  Spring  term  diplomas  were  awarded  to  eleven,  the  largest  class 
ever  graduated  from  the  School.  The  exercises  of  graduation  were 
held  in  the  Town  Hall,  to  accommodate  the  large  number  who  wished 
to  attend.  The  members  of  the  class  gained  themselves  great  credit 
for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  respective 
parts.  Two  of  the  class  entered  Dartmouth  College  the  ensuing  Fall. 
The  graduates  were  as  follows  : 

Fannie  L.  Boynton,  Josie  M.  Stevens, 

Jennie  N.  Clark,  Emma  F.  Wallingford, 

Margie  B.  Cragin,  Fred  W.  Farns worth, 

Ermina  E.  Holt,  Charles  G*  Hutchinson, 

Josie  C.  Howison,  Albert  W.  Smith, 

Arthur  F.  Towne. 


1ST orth.  School. 

Mrs.  Harriet  L.  Cleaves,  the  former  teacher,  was  engaged  for 
the  Spring  term,  but  ill  health  obliged  her  to  leave  the  school  at  the 
end  of  the  second  week.  After  it  was  seen  that  Mrs.  Cleaves  would 
not  be  able  to 'finish  the  term,  Miss  Luella  C.  Hutchinson  was  en- 
gaged. A  teacher  always  labors  under  some  disadvantages  in  finish- 
ing a  term  for  another.  Some  progress  was  made  however,  though 
not  so  much  as  there  was  reason  to  expect  had  the  term  not  been  so 
broken.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Cleaves,  the  term  was  only  ten 
weeks  in  length. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Jennie  E.  Fi- 
field.  These  terms  have  been  very  profitable.  The  teacher  has  been 
enthusiastic  in  her  work ;  the  scholars  orderly,  studious  and  inter- 
ested in  the  school.  Considerable  improvement  has  been  made,  and 
both  teacher  and  scholars  are  entitled  to  credit  for  what  has  been 
done.  Four  from  this  school  have  entered  the  High  School  during 
the  year. 
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Fine  "Valley  School. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Laura  I.  Parsons,  and  was 
a  very  successful  term.  There  was  no  school  in  town  better  man- 
aged, nor  one  where  the  scholars  seemed  more  eager  to  learn.  The 
teacher  had  the  confidence  of  all  the  scholars,  and  under  her  instruc- 
tion they  were  making  commendable  progress.  The  school  appear- 
ed finely  at  the  closing  examination. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Mrs.  Cleaves,  a  teach- 
er of  long  experience  and  many  excellent  qualifications.  Her  thought- 
fulness  for  the  school,  her  faculty  of  gaining  the  esteem  of  her  schol- 
ars, her  care  in  instruction  and  faithfulness  to  duty,  are  an  assurance 
that  her  school  will  not  be  an  unprofitable  one.  The  school  is  in  a 
good  condition. 


Howard.  School. 

'  This  school  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Fannie  J.  Bullard 
throughout  the  year.  The  terms  have  been  profitable.  The  teacher 
has  worked  earnestly,  and  the  pupils  have  been  interested  in  their 
studies.  Some  of  the  scholars  in  this  school  need  a  little  more  self- 
reliance.  All  scholars  should  be  trained  to  the  exercise  of  indepen- 
dent thought,  and  too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  in  this  regard. 

Sliedd.  School 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  L.  Knight.  Miss 
Knight  has  excellent  qualifications  as  a  teacher.  She  is  a  superior 
scholar,  and  imparts  instruction  clearly  and  interestingly.  The  order 
was  good  and  the  scholars  interested  in  their  studies.  Much  real  pro- 
gress was  made  during  the  term,  creditable  alike  to  teacher  and  pu- 
pils. .  Some  specimens  of  map  drawing,  executed  by  Amy  Hutchin- 
son, were  deserving  of  much  praise. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Harts- 
horn, with  good  results.  The  scholars  have  made  creditable  ad- 
vancement. The  teacher  lias  lent  her  best  efforts  to  her  work,  and 
has  maintained  the  good  standing  of  the  school. 
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Osgood.  Soliool. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Annah  E.  Adams.  The. 
teacher  was  earnest  in  her  efforts  for  the  school,  maintained  good  or- 
der, and  accomplished  considerable  during  the  term.  The  relation 
between  teacher  and  scholars  was  very  pleasant.  The  smaller 
scholars  did  especially  well. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Catherine  A. 
Tuttle.  Miss  Tuttle  is  a  conscientious  teacher,  working  constantly 
and  earnestly  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  school  and  the  welfare 
of  each  scholar.  Under  her  management  the  school  has  been  improv- 
ing in  many  ways.  This  has  been  especially  noticeable  in  the  recita- 
tions. The  scholars  are  getting  a  better  comprehension  of  their 
studies,  and  their  explanations  are  fuller  and  clearer.  The  teacher 
and  scholars  have  worked  pleasantly  and  effectively  together.  The 
examinations  were  highly  satisfactory. 


.A."bToo"tt,  Soliool. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Ellen  L.  Tuck.  The  teacher 
was  earnest  and  faithful,  and  taught  a  good  school.  The  scholars 
were  orderly  and  industrious,  and  made  considerable  progress  during 
the  term.    The  examination  was  a  credit  to  the  teacher. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Emma  M.  Bennett. 
The  school  has  done  well  under  Miss  Bennett's  charge.  The  scholars 
have  been  interested,  and  have  accomplished  a  good  amount  of  work. 
The  teacher  has  been  constant  in  her  endeavors  to  advance  the  school, 
and  has  met  with  success. 


D-anokrlee  Hill  Soliool.' 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Catherine  A.  Tuttle.  The 
scholars  generally  worked  well  and  the  classes  made  commendable 
progress.  The  teacher  was  devoted  to  her  work,  and  spared  no  ef- 
forts which  might  benefit  the  school.  The  examination  showed  that 
the  scholars  had  been  well  taught,  and  that  the  term  had  been  a  profi- 
table one.  « 
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The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Ermina  E.  Holt. 
Miss  Holt  has  proved  herself  a  good  teacher.  She  is  thorough  in  the 
porformance  of  her  duties,  and  requires  the  scholars  to  be  so  too. 
Her  administration  of  the"  school  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  ex- 
aminations were  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  pupils. 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  statements,  that  our  schools  have 
been  for  the  most  part  in  a  nourishing  condition.  In  many  of  them 
much  decided  improvement  has  been  made.  In  one  or  two  cases  the 
result  has  not  been  such  as  was  hoped  for,  or  such  as  there  was  good 
reason  to  expect.  Our  teachers  generally  have  been  faithful  and  suc- 
cessful. No  one,  unless  he  has  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
schools,  knows  the  amount  of  labor  performed  by  the  teacher.  Her 
work  is  a  constant  and  trying  one.  The  positions  are  few  which  re- 
quire the  exercise  of  more  patience,  carefulness  and  skill.  Influenc- 
ing and  moulding  as  it  does  the  characters  and  lives  of  the  young, 
the  teacher's  work  rises  into  one  of  the  first  importance. 

In  this  work  it  is  not  only  for  the  interest  but  it  is  the  duty  of  ev- 
ery parent?  to  assist  in  every  legitimate  way.  And  yet  there  are  cases 
frequently  occurring,  where  parents  interfere  with  the  authority  of  the 
teacher  and  speak  unfavorably  of  her  before  the  scholars.  The  result 
is  to  weaken  or  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  scholor  in  the  teacher, 
and  seriously  to  impair  the  usefulness  of  the  school.  This  is  much 
to  be  regretted.  If  parents  are  not  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
teacher,  let  them  go  to  her  privately,  or  to  the  Board,  and  there  will 
rarely  be  any  trouble  in  bringing  about  a  satisfactory  arrangement. 

On  the  other  hand  we  would  not  lessen  that  sense  of  responsibility 
which  every  teacher  should  possess.  The  best  discretion  and  the 
highest  wisdom  are  required  in  the  discharge  of  such  a  trust.  The 
teacher  needs  to  exercise  great  care  not  only  in  the  matter  of  instruc- 
tion, but  in  her  whole  dealings  with  the  scholars.  It  is  her  work  to 
train  and  discipline  the  mind.  It  should  also  be  her  constant  care  to 
ameliorate  the  disposition,  improve  the  manners  and  purify  the  heart. 
That  one  whose  ambition  rises  no  higher  than  to  get  through  each 
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day  comfortably,  fails  in  the  first  requisite  of  a  teacher.  The  chil- 
dren in  our  schools  need  instruction.  They  also  need  such  training 
as  shall  make  them  ornaments  to  society,  and  useful  members  of  the 
community.  The  nature  and  disposition  of  each  scholar  should  be 
studied,  and  then  the  teacher  can  better  decide  as  to  the  most  suit- 
able method  of  instruction  and  training.  Let  it  not  be  thought  these 
requirements  are  too  great.  The  teacher's  ideal  can  scarcely  be  too 
high,  if  only  practicable. 

In  some  of  our  schools  there  is  too  great  a  reliance  on  the  text- 
book. While  that  should  be  the  basis  for  work,  care  should  be  taken 
that  the  study  and  recitation  clo  not  become  mechanical.  Principles 
should  be  studied  more,  and  the  scholar  taught  to  apply  them.  This 
gives  the  power  to  use  knowledge  to  advantage.  The  ability  to  use 
a  limited  amount  of  knowledge  is  of  greater  value  than  the  mere  pos- 
session of  vast  stores  of  learning.  Some  teachers  have  a  daily  prac- 
tice of  giving  their  pupils  examples  and  exercises  outside  of  the  book, 
and  requiring  reasons  for  their  answers  or  their  wrork.  This  is  an  ex- 
cellent, practice  if  pursued  judiciously. 

It -has  become  a  little  too  frequent  in  some  of  the  schools  to  send 
scholars  to  the  Board  for  the  correction  of  some  trifling  offence.  If 
the  teacher  can  deal  with  these  matters  properly  herself,  it  is  very 
much  to  be  desired  she  should  do  so.  She  thus  strengthens  her  au- 
thority, while  by  continually  sending  them  to  others  her  authority  is 
sure  to  be  weakened.  The  words  and  requirements  of  the  teacher 
should  be  regarded  by  the  scholar  as  entitled  to  the  highest  respect. 
Where ver  it  is  necessary,  however,  the  Board  are  always  ready  and 
willing  to  render  assistance. 

In  the  matter  of  attendance  there  has  been  in  some  of  the  schools 
a  decided  improvement,  while  in  a  few  the  attendance  has  been  some- 
what irregular.  This  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  our  schools.  When 
a  scholar  is  absent,  not  only  does  it  affect  his  own  interests,  but  his 
class  and  the  whole  school  receive  injury.  The  lessons  which  are 
made  up  after  an  absence  are  never  so  well  learned  as  when  they  are 
taken  up  at  the  proper  time.  Besides,  the  teacher  cannot  take  as 
much  time  for  explanation  as  in  the  regular  recitation.  There  is  in 
an}r  event  a  loss  to  the  scholar  and  an  increase  of  work  for  the  teach- 
er.   An  injurious  habit  is  also  formed.    In  schools,  as  in  every  other 
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business  of  life,  promptness  and  punctuality  are  essential  to  the  best 
success.  It  is  hoped  that  teachers  and  parents  will  work  in  hearty 
co-operation  to  correct  this  fault  so  far  as  it  exists. 

Some  of  the  schools  have  done  remarkably  well  in  correcting  the 
kindred  fault  of  tardiness.  The  accompanying  tabular  statement 
will  show  the  record  of  each  school  in  this  respect. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  East  Grammar 
and  the  First  Primary  Schools  were  so  crowded  that  it  was  difficult 
for  the  teacher  to  do  justice  to  the  scholars,  while  the  West  Gram- 
mar and  West  Primary  were  quite  small  in  numbers.  It  was  conse- 
quently arranged  for  the  scholars  living  on  South  street  to  change 
from  the  East  schools  to  the  West  side.  The  schools  were  thus  made 
more  nearly  equal.  Some  complaint  has  been  heard  in  consequence 
of  this  arrangement,  but  no  reason  can  be  seen  why  the  change  should 
not  be  made.  The  interests  of  the  schools  on  the  East  side  demand- 
ed it. 

The  attention  of  the  town  is  invited  to  the  need  of  a  better  system 
of  ventilation  for  our  school-rooms.  Most  of  them  have  no  other 
means  of  ventilation  than  by  raising  or  lowering  the  windows.  At 
any  time  this  is  an  insufficient  method.  Sometimes  the  weather  will 
not  allow  even  this  to  be  done,  and  when  it  is  resorted  to,  it  obliges 
the  scholars  frequently  to  sit  in  draughts  of  air,  the  occasion  of  so 
many  colds  and  coughs.  The  air  in  many  of  our  school-rooms,  es- 
pecially those  that  are  small  and  well  filled,  is  totally  unfit  to  breathe. 
The  parent  who  would  not  give  his  child  poisonous  drugs  for  food, 
should  see  that  he  does  not  live  in  poisonous  air,  which,  although 
more  slowly  yet  as  surely  destroys. 


Receipts  a,ncL  Expenditures. 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance,  from  last  year's  account, 


From  appropriation, 
Literary  fund, 
Tuition, 

Use  of  land,  fines,  &c, 


$732  96 
5600  00 
254  61 


35  00 
14  47 


$6637  04 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Instruction,  $5062  50 

Fuel,  347  81 

Care  of  houses,  160  55 

Incidentals  and  supplies,  265  29 

Rent  of  Whittemore  Hall,  75  00 

Balance  on  hand,  725  89 


$6637  04 

Milford,  March  2,  1874.  We  have  examined  the  foregoing  ac- 
count and  find  the  same  properly  vouched  and  correctly  cast. 

C.  B.  TUTTLE,  I  4  7V 
M.  F.  CROSBY,  \  Auditors. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town,  so  favorably  on  the  condition  of  the  schools.  It  is 
your  high  privilege  to  provide  for  their  welfare.  You  cannot  guard 
them  too  carefully.  In  a  few  years  these  scholars  in  your  schools 
will  take  the  places  you  now  occupy.  Whether  they  will  be  well  or 
ill  fitted  for  their  positions,  depends  in  a  great  measure  on  the  train- 
ing they  receive  in  school.  The  possibilities  of  a  rational  mind  can- 
not be  estimated.  Let  these  minds  be  trained  and  instructed  aright, 
and  guided  by  pure  principle,  and  they  will  ripen  into  intelligences 
which  shall  be  an  honor  to  you  and  a  blessing  to  the  world. 

In  the  future,  however  opinions  may  differ,  or  whatever  changes 
may  take  place  in  other  respects,  may  the  people  of  Milford  so  cher- 
ish their  schools  that  they  will  continue  to  grow  in  excellence  as  the 
years  go  by. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B.  ORCUTT,  \  Board 

GEO.  PIERCE,  Jr.,  }  of 

D.  S.  BURNHAM,  )  Education. 

Milford,  March  10,  1874. 
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Higli  School. 

CLASSICAL  COURSE  OF  FOUR  YEARS. 

FIRST  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Arithmetic,  Grammar,  U.  S.  History,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Arithmetic,  Grammar,  U.  S.  History  continued,  Reading  and 
Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Arithmetic,  Grammar,  II.  S.  History  completed,  Reading  and 
Spelling. 

SECOND  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Latin  Grammar  and  Reader,  Elementary  Algebra,  Physiology, 
Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Latin  Grammar  and  Reader,  Elementary  Algebra,  Physiology, 
Reading  and  Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Latin  Grammar  and  Reader  J  term,  Caesar  £  term,  Higher  Alge- 
bra, Book-Keeping,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

THIRD  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Caesar,  Higher  Algebra,  French  or  Greek,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Caesar  J  term,  Cicero  J  term,  French  or  Greek,  Natural  Philoso- 
phy or  Geometry,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Cicero,  French  or  Greek,  Natural  Philosophy  or  Geometry,  Read- 
ing and  Spelling. 
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FOURTH  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Virgil,  Greek  or  Rhetoric,  Astronomy,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Virgil,  Greek  or  English  Literature,  Astronomy,   Reading  and 
Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Virgil,  Greek  or  Mental  Philosophy,  Botany,  Reading  and  Spelling. 
Weekly  exercises  in  Declamation  and  Composition. 

ENGLISH  COURSE  OF  FOUR  YEARS. 

FIRST  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Arithmetic.  Grammar,  U.  S.  History,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Arithmetic,  Grammar,  U.  S.  History  continued,  Reading  and 
Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Arithmetic,  Grammar,  U.  S.  History  completed,  Reading  and 
Spelling. 

SECOND   YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Elementary  Algebra  commenced,  Grammar,  Physiology.  Read- 
ing and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Elementary  Algebra  completed,  Grammar,  Physiology  completed, 
Reading  and  Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Higher  Algebra  commenced.  Grammar,  Book-Keeping  commenced, 
Reading  and  Spelling. 
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THIRD  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Higher  Algebra  completed,  Natural  History,  Book-Keeping  com- 
pleted, Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Natural  Philosophy  commenced,  Geology,  Geometry  commenced, 
Reading  and  Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Natural  Philosophy  completed,  Geometry  completed,  Chemistry, 
Reading  and  Spelling. 

FOURTH  YEAR.  FIRST  TERM. 

Astronomy,  Rhetoric.,  Higher  Arithmetic,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

SECOND  TERM.  f 

Astronomy  completed,    English  Literature  commenced,  Fligher 
Arithmetic  completed,  Reading  and  Spelling. 

THIRD  TERM. 

English  Literature  completed,  Mental  Philosophy,  Botany,  Read- 
ing and  Spelling. 

Weekly  exercises  in  Declamation  and  Composition. 


/ 


Tabular  View  of  Schools. 


SCHOOLS. 


High  School. 
East  Grammar. 
West  Grammar. 
First  Primary. 
Second  Primary. 
West  Primary. 
North  School. 
Pine  Valley  School. 
Howard  School. 
Shedd  School. 
Osgood  School. 
Abbott  School. 
Duneklee  Hill  School. 


CD 

< 

CD 

cc 

CD 


a  ic 


36  43  45  88 
34  48  30 


27 


39 
29 
,2  20 


34  29 


21 


43  29 


19  48  30.7148  48 


71 


59.6 
78  46.4(56  51 
48  28.3(30 
42.459 


29  68  42.8158 


56  34.2i41 


71 


33 


60149  0 
56155  55 
36  36  36  36  2i 
39  40  59  4  i 
0  201  0 
25  35!21 


25 
18 
4  35 
25 
23 


23.7131(31 


12.7 
11.7 
24.4 
14.4 
13.1 


30  30 


26  20 

22  13 

I 

15  8 
12  11 
27 


9611 
56  19 
36  13 
0  36 
0  27 


20 


15 


02; 


12 

5 
3 
4 
5 

10 

4 


*Shortened  two  weeks  b}^  illness  of  teacher. 

f Latin,  Greek,  French,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Geology,  Chemistry,  Botany,  Rhetoric,  English  Literature,  U.  S. 
History,  Physiology,  Book-Keeping  and  Mental  Philosophy. 


Report  of  the  Trustees 


)F  THE 


MIL  FORI)  FREE  LIBRARY 


IF  I  WERE  TO  PRAY  FOR  A  TASTE  WHICH  WOULD  STAND  BY  ME  UNDER  EVERY  VARIETY 
OF  CIRCUMSTANCES,  AND  BE  A  SOURCE  OF  HAPPINESS  AND  CHEERFULNESS  TO  MB 
THROUGH  LIFE,  AND  A  SHIELD  AGAINST  ITS  ILLS,  HOWEVER  THINGS  MIGHT  GO  AMISS, 
AND  THE  WORLD  FROWN  UPON  ME,  IT  WOULD  BE  A  TASTE  FOR  READING.  H&lTSChtil. 

WHEN  A  BOOK  RAISES  YOUR  SPIRIT,  AND  INSPIRES  YOU  WITH  NOBLE  AND  COUR- 
AGEOUS FEELINGS,  SEEK  FOR  NO  OTHER  RULE  TO  JUDGE  THE  WORK  BY;  IT  IS  GOOD, 
AND  MADE  BY  A  GOOD  WORKMAN .  Brill/SVC. 


Sixth.  Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MILFORD  FREE  LIBRARY, 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Milford. 


Another  year  is  now  numbered  with  those  of  the  past,  and  its  de- 
parture has  brought  us  to  that  period  when  the  Trustees  of  the  Mil- 
ford  Free  Library  are  required  by  the  regulations  adopted  by  the 
town  to  present  their  annual  report. 

The  Board  organized  by  electing  Wm.  B.  Towne,  President,  and 
Clinton  S.  Averill,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  the  first  matter 
that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  new  Board  was  how  the  library 
could  be  made  to  best  subserve  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. The  object  of  a  free  library  is  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  pub- 
lic as  it  finds  them,  to  supply  the  books  called  for,  as  promptly  and 
with  as  much  freedom  as  is  compatable  with  the  rights  of  all  appli- 
cants, leaving  every  applicant,  to  decide  for  himself  what  books  he 
will  read  and°making  it  so  easy  to  obtain  them  that  no  one  can  have 
an  excuse  for  not  reading.  As  all  the  space  in  the  room  where  the 
library  is  located  that  could  properly  be  utilized  for  shelves  had  been 
so  taken  advantage  of,  and  the  purchases  for  the  library  the  current 
year,  would,  it  was  estimated,  nearly  fill  the  unoccupied  space  on  the 
shelves,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  proceed  as  early  as  practicable 
to  expend  the  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  voted  by  the  town 
at  the  last  annual  meeting/    In  accordance  with  this  determination  a 
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sum  was  set  apart  to  pay  the  expense  of  shelving-  the  room,  a  debt 
incurred  last  year  ;  a  sum  for  re-binding  those  volumes  which  from 
constant  use  during  the  year  might  require  it ;  a  sum  for  the  salary 
of  the  librarian  ;  a  sum  for  printing  ;  a  sum  to  renew  the  subscrip- 
tions to  certain  monthly  and  quarterly  standard  publications  at  the 
commencement  of  a  new  year  ;  a  further  sum  for  the  purchase  of  such 
works  of  special  interest  as  might  be  published  during  the  year,  and 
the  balance  for  immediate  investment,  In  their  new  selections  the 
Trustees  confined  themselves  to  works  of  low  cost  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  general  readers. 

Librarian,  and  Ldloraury  Honrs. 

The  library  this,  as  well  as  for  several  years  past,  has  been  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Appleton  M.  Hatch,  and  during  the  year  no  vol- 
ume has  been  lost  and  but  few  unnecessarily  injured.  It  is  not  every 
one  who  is  competent  to  be  a  town  librarian,  and  intelligently  satisfy 
the  reasonable  demands  made  upon  him.  We  think,  however,  that 
this  town  has  reason  for  congratulation  that  it  has  found  a  citizen 
who  without  experience  or  early  training  specially  adapted  to  fit  him 
for  the  position,  has  been  able  to  bring  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
urbanity,  method,  system,  exactness,  and  those  qualifications  gener- 
ally which  enable  him  to  perform  the  service  creditably,  and  to  the 
general  acceptance  of  the  people,  thereby  largely  increasing  the  use- 
fulness of  the  library. 

The  hours  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of  books  have  been  from 
two  to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Sat- 
urdays, and  from  seven  to  nine  o'clock  Saturday  evenings. 

Stsutis-tios. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  commencement  of 

2.005 

the  year, 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  during  the  year,  182 
Number  of  volumes  added  by  donation  during  the  year,  39 
Whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  present  time,  2,226 
Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1870,  equal  to  one 
volume  3,938  times. 
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Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1871,  equal  to  one 
volume  7,124  times. 

Books  taken,  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1872,  equal  to  one 
volume  11,144  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1873,  equal  to  one 
volume  9,207  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1874,  equal  to  one 
volume  9,807  times. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  in  January,  1871,  492. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  in  January,  1872,  700. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  in  January,  1873,  750. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  in  January,  1874,  806. 


XDonsLtions. 

As  has  been  said  in  a  former  report,  we  believe  there  are  in  our 
midst  large  numbers  of  volumes  of  instructive  and  entertaining  books, 
magazines  and  pamphlets  that  have  substantially  accomplished  the 
purpose  had  in  view  when  acquired,  which  if  added  to  the  Library, 
would  at  once  enter  upon  a  career  of  importance  and  usefulness  that 
would  not  only  be  gratifying  to  the  contributors,  but  would  amply  re- 
pay their  generosity  in  the  good  that  would  thus  be  accomplished. 

With  this  suggestion,  we  leave  the  matter  with  those  who  have  a 
mutual  interest  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  work. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  donations  received,  the  names  of  the 
donors  being  alphabetically  arranged  :— 

Mr.  David  Clapp,  Boston. 

Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  1873. 

2  pamphlet  volumes. 

Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint,  Boston. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  1868-9-73. 
3  bound  volumes. 
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W.  H.  W.  Hinds,  M.  D.,  MilforcL 
*01d  England.     A  Pictorial  Museum.     Regal,  Ecclesiastical,  Mu- 
nicipal, Baronial  and  Popular  Antiquities.    2  vols. 
New  Magdalen. 

3  bound  volumes. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Healtli,  1873. 
Report  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities,  1873. 

2  bound  volumes. 

James  P.  Melzer.  Milford. 
The  Young  Printer.    Vol.  2.  1873. 

Mr.  John  D.  Philbrick,  Supt.  of  Public  Schools,  Boston. 
Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee,  1872-3. 

2  bound  volumes. 

Albert  E.  Pillsbury,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Life  and  Writings  of  Theodore  Parker. 
Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Origin  of  Species. 
Burritt's  Lectures. 

4  bound  volumes. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Robbins,  Milford. 

The  Mystery  of  Edwin  Drood. 

1  bound  volume. 

Mr.  Wm.  B.  Towne,  Milford. 
National  Board  of  Trade  Report,  1873. 
Boston  Board  of  Trade  Report,  1873. 

2  bound  volumes. 

*This  is  a  very  rave  and  attractive  work,  being  far  more  expensive  than  the  Trustees 
would  feel  at  liberty  to  purchase,  consequently  could  only  find  its  way  into  the  library  by 
gift.    W.B.  T. 
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Hon.  Bainbridge  Wadleigh,  Milford. 
Census  of  the  United  States.    3  vols. 
Impeachment  of  Andrew  Johnson.    3  vols. 
Reports  of  the  Paris  Exposition.    6  vols. 
Compendium  of  the  Ninth  Census. 
Bancroft's  Address  on  Lincoln. 
Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
Message  and  Documents. 

Report  of  Exploration  and  Surveys  for  a  Ship  Canal  across  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehnantepec. 

1  7  bound  volumes. 

Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  Boston. 
Annual  Reports  of  the  American  Pomological  Society,  1871-3. 
1  pamphlet  volume. 

Hon.  Joseph  White,  L.L.  D.,  Boston. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education,  1873. 

Books  PLestd. 

An  examination  of  the  record  of  the  librarian  shows  an  increased 
and  increasing  interest  in  the  library,  and  a  demand  for  a  more  ele- 
vated class  of  works  than  was  required  during  the  first  two  or  three 
years  of  the  existence  of  the  institution.  The  books  most  in  demand 
the  past  year,  have  been  the  back  volumes  of  Harper's  Magazine,  of 
which  there  is  a  full  set.  The  next  in  interest  have  been  works 
written  more  particularly  for  boys,  of  which  there  is  a  great  variety, 
and  for  which  there  is,  and  has  been  since  the  library  was  moved  in- 
to its  present  locality,  an  unremitting  demand,.  Calls  for  the  lighter 
works  of  fiction,  which  were  very  numerous  when  those  works  were 
first  placed  upon  the  shelves,  have  greatly  abated,  and  while  there  is 
some  demand  for  this  class  of  reading,  works  of  a  more  solid  and  sub- 
stantial character  have  to  a  great  extent  taken  their  place.  History, 
biography,  travels,  works  on  agriculture,  fruit  culture,  the  rearing  of 
stock,  and  scientific  treatises  are  in  constant  demand,  and  when  we 
examine  the  character  -of  the  books  as  a  whole  that  are  most  in  use 
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we  find  such  results  as  are  extremely  gratifying.  We  only  regret 
that  we  cannot  bring  the  library  up  to  a  state  of  completeness  that 
would  enable  every  inquirer  to  find  upon  its  shelves  such  works  as 
might  be  needed  to  master  any  subject  or  matter  that  there  was  a  de- 
sire to  investigate. 


Oonoliisioii. 


The  library  has  now  been  established  six  years,  and  during  these 
years  it  has  been  constantly  increasing  in  usefulness  and  in  public 
estimation.     The  first  year  of  its  existence  it  contained  less  than 
three  hundred  volumes.     The  town  has  annually  appropriated  five 
hundred  dollars  for  its  support ;    the  number  of  persons  using  it  has 
annually  increased  till  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  entire  population 
take  books  from  its  shelves.     During  the  past  year  a  supplementary 
catalogue  of  twenty-four  pages  has  been  prepared,  and  the  catalogue, 
including  the  Introduction,  Rules  and  Regulations,  constitutes  a  work 
of  ninety-six  pages.    But  the  growth  and  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
library  seems  to  be  at  an  end  for  the  want  of  room,  there  being  no 
more  space  where  the  library  is  located  that  can  properly  be  utilized 
for  the  use  of  books.     Already  a  closet  has  been  shelved,  and  now 
contains  upwards  of  three  hundred  volumes,  which  is  so  dark  in  the 
evening,  when  the  room  is  lighted  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of 
books,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  the  numbers  can  be  deciphered. 
Forces  in  nature  that  are  silent  are  effective.      The  sunbeam  goes 
forth  over  the  world  to  bless  and  no  man  can  compute  its  value.  The 
free  library  educates  and  elevates  every  community  where  it  exists 
and  is  appreciated,  and  no  man  can  more  appreciate  its  value  than 
he  can  that  of  the  sunbeam.     In  view  of  the  situation  the  trustees 
recommend  an  appropriation,  of  only  two  hundred  fifty  dollars— one-  § 
half  the  sum  usually  appropriated.    This  sum  will  pay  the  librarian  ; 
rebind  such  books  as  from  constant  use  may  require  it ;  pay  the  an- 
nual subscription  to  such  standard  periodicals  as  have  been  usually 
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taken,  and  such  other  incidental  expenses  as  are  requisite  to  keep  the 
library  in  an  available  condition. 

WM.  B.  TOWNE,  ) 

E.  C.  BATCHELDER.  >  Trustees.    Term  expires  in  1874. 
GEO.  F.  BARTLETT,  ) 

DEXTER  S.  BURNHAM,  ) 

GILBERT  WADLEIGH.    >  Trustees.    Term  expires  in  1875. 
W.  H.  W.  HINDS,  > 

CLINTON  S.  AVERILL,  ) 

ELI  S.  BURNS,  >  Trustees.    Term  expires  in  1876. 

SAM'L  G.  DEARBORN,  ) 


Treasurer's  Report. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Milford  Free 
Library : — 

The  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  said  Board,  for  the  year  1873-4,  is  herewith  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

Treasurer  of  Milford  Free  Library: 

Dr. 

To  cash  received,  balance  from  last  year's  account,  $9  02 

from  Town  Treasurer,  500  00 

from  Fines,  27  78 

from  sale  of  Paper,  1  06—537  86 

Or. 

By  cash  paid  A.  M.  Hatch,  librarian,  salary  to 

Feb.  1,  1874,  $120  00 

A.  M.  Hatch,  for  express,  2  50 

J.  M.  Blanchard,  for  printing,  55  00 

A.  Fifield,  labor  and  material  for 
bookcase,  52  87  * 

Eaton  &  Jameson,  for  glass,  11  75 

Estes  &  Lamiol,  for  books,  52  05 

Mary  A.  Peabody,  for  book,  4  00 

J.  G-.  Roberts  &  Co.,  binding,  5  05 

William  Ulman,  binding,  45  97 

B.  H.  Thayer  &  Co.,  paper,  9  30 
Periodicals,.  26  00 
A.  Williams  &  Co.,  books,  150  00 
Incidentals,  1  50—535  99 


Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $1  87 

C.  S.  AVERILL,  Treasurer. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  the  fcregoing  account  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  find  it  correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

WM.  B.  TOWNE,  Auditor. 

Milford,  March  5,  1874. 


I 


